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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE
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Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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UNDEHPINNING

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations

e Lifting
e Leveling
e Stabilizing

WENERLL CENTRACTIR
LIE. BETI2E

BURKIN ELECTRIC
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“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial ® Industrial

Professional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting * Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
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Lic.#C10-631523
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James Burki
Sole Proprietor
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'I‘REE__SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured < Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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License #655977

LeapFrog

Plumbing

To all our Lamorinda customers:
Happy New Year!

You’re the best!

We thank you for the privilege of

hoppin’ to it for you this year!

May you have a safe and Plumb

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection

* Copper re-piping

* Preventive checkups

* Water heater specialist
Tank, Tankless Hybrtd

(925) 377

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

CA Lic
929641

Happy New Year.

LeapFrog Loot

$150 off
tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot

$89 off

Any tank-type
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any new faucet or
fixture installation*

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/31/20

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

o FE————
LeapFrog is a vendor
for PG&E gas service.
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925-377-0977
GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

www.lamorindaweekly.com

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUM®

The Math Learning Center

Wednesday, January 8, 2020
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

BEESON

Lamorinda homeowners receive
break from California Department of

Insurance
By Nick Marnell

Residential property owners
in ZIP codes 94563 and 94549,
which include the cities of
Orinda and Lafayette, will
benefit from a state insur-
ance directive that protects
regions recently affected by
wildfires.

According to Senate Bill
824, an insurer may not can-
cel or refuse to renew a resi-
dential policy for one year
after an emergency declara-
tion “based solely on the fact
that the insured structure is
located in an area in which a
wildfire has occurred.” The
Sky Fire burned 150 acres in
Contra Costa County after
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s emer-
gency declaration Oct. 27,
and the law protects Orinda
and Lafayette homeowners,
whose properties were close
to that fire, for one year from
that date.

Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara released the af-

fected ZIP codes in Decem-
ber, after receiving informa-
tion that many property
owners have struggled to ob-
tain insurance coverage
when California insurers re-
treated from communities
they identified as having
higher wildfire risk. “If this
trend is allowed to continue,
it could further disrupt local
real estate markets and cause
property values to decline,”
Lara said in a statement. The
drop in property values could
reduce funds available for
local services like fire protec-
tion, law enforcement and
road repairs, he noted.

“It keeps the desirability
of Lafayette and Orinda real
estate very high and protects
the property values,” Paddy
Kehoe of the Paddy Kehoe
Team said of the state insur-
ance directive.

State Farm led all Cali-
fornia insurers in 2018 with
$6.4 billion in written prop-
erty and casualty insurance
premiums. “In California,

State Farm has not non-
renewed customers’ existing
homeowners insurance poli-
cies solely based on wildfire
risk,” State Farm spokesman
Ben Palmer said. “It is im-
portant to remember that
wildfire is not the only risk
we are considering. To keep
our promises to all of our
homeowner customers, we
must find the appropriate
balance between our expo-
sure to loss, the resources
available to maintain a qual-
ity level of service, and our
ability to meet our financial
obligations to pay claims.”

Though portions of Mor-
aga lie in a Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zone, as
specified by the California
Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, the state de-
termined that the town did
not lie within or adjacent to
the fire perimeter of the Sky
Fire, and its ZIP codes were
not included in the state in-
surance directive.

Community shows it cares after
burglary at Lafayette business
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Minoo Montlagh in her Lafayette cleaners.

By Jennifer Wake

Having a business next to
Johnny’s Donuts has its perks.
On the Saturday before
Christmas, Lafayette Vogue
Cleaners and Alterations
owner Minoo Montlagh
grabbed her reusable coffee
cup (since she’s environmen-
tally conscience) and headed
next door to grab a coffee.
Unfortunately, she left the
store unlocked and while she
was gone, someone came into
the store and stole all the
money from her cash drawer.

“I never thought in the
five minutes I was gone there
would be a problem,” said
Montlagh, who has owned the
cleaners for 15 years. “I'm
glad I didn’t come back
early.”

After hearing about the
burglary, Venture Quality
Goods owners Tom and Rosy-
lyn Stenzel went into action,

sending an email plea for
help to all of their Venture
customers.

“If you have ever had
your pants hemmed or a shirt
tailored at Venture, Minoo ...
is the person who did it. She
is a magician with the needle
... and has worked on well
over a 1,000 garments for us,”
the Stenzels wrote, explaining
about the burglary. “So in the
spirit of the Season, we have
decided to help Minoo out
and also collect any donations
that our Venture contacts
would want to give to Minoo.
An event like this, especially
for a small business, can
shake your confidence in so-
ciety. We want to give our
community an opportunity to
shine some light on Minoo!”

Calls began to come in
from customers to Montlagh’s
shop on Monday, Dec. 23,
with people asking how she
was doing. “This just made
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Photo J. Wake

me so happy because cus-
tomers care for me,” Mont-
lagh said. On the following
Friday, the Stenzels came to
Montlagh’s shop with a box
filled with notes and dona-
tions. “I just cried because at
this time of year things are so
hard and with the very bad
news, especially after Hal-
loween and the burglary in
Springhill, it’s so nice to know
we live in a community that
everyone cares about each
other.”

The notes of encourage-
ment from customers and
from some people Montlagh
didn’t even know filled her
heart. “One lady wrote a
check and lives in Rossmoor,”
Montlagh said. “She was so
sweet and kind. It said in the
memo, 'Hope this helps’ It is
wonderful we live in such a
caring community. Ithink
2020 will be the best year
ever.”

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m.

Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas.

Visit www.mofd.org

Fire District Public Meetings

ConFire

Board of Directors
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 1:00 p.m.
Board Chamber Room 107,
Administration Building

651 Pine St., Martinez.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org




